BIRTH    OF    SATYAGRAHA	IOI
The Indian pickets went from house to house and explained to the
people the meaning of the registration. c 'Anything like compulsion is
contrary to the spirit of our struggle," said Gandhi. "We want to be
free from the yoke of the Registration Act and do not want to
exchange it for any other." The whole of Pretoria was placarded
with posters: "Boycott the permit office—By going to gaol we do
not resist but suffer for our common good and self-respect—Loyalty
to the King demands loyalty to the King of Kings—Indians, be free!"
The boycott was complete and only about 100 persons out of a
population of 1,500 registered themselves.
The permit offices were opened, one after another, in all Indian
localities—Germiston, Pietersburg, Krugersdorp, Volksrust, Johan-
nesburg and elsewhere. But the results were dismal. The Indian com-
munity had decided openly to picket each and every office. The
volunteers were posted on the roads leading thereto and they warned
weak-kneed Indians against the trap laid for them. Volunteers were
provided with- badges and were strictly instructed not to be impolite
to any Indian taking out a permit. They must ask him his name, but
if he refused to give it they must on no account be rude or violent.
To every Indian going to the permit office, the volunteers were to
hand a printed paper detailing the injuries which submission to the
Black Act would involve and explain what was written in it. The
volunteers were expected to take the thrashing from the police peace-
fully and to surrender gladly if the police arrested them. Every party
of pickets had a captain. All who were above the age of twelve
could be enrolled as pickets. But not one was taken who was unknown
to the local workers.
On July 31, the last day for registration, a mass meeting of Indians
was convened at Pretoria. In the open grounds of a mosque 2,000
Indians met to register their protest. Delegates from all over the
Transvaal, representing 13,000 Indians, were present. There was a
small platform with a table and few chairs on it to accommodate the
chairman, the speaker and a number of friends, the audience sitting
on the ground. Yusuf Ismail Mian, acting chairman of the British
Association, presided. Mr. William Hosken who was sent by General
Botha to address the meeting said: "The Indians have done all they
could and have acquitted themselves like men. But now that their
opposition has failed, and the law has been passed, the community
must prove their loyalty and love of peace by submitting to it.

